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Amos 8.10. Axd I ill turn your Fealls into Pourning, 


and all yow Songs in Lamentation ; / wit bring 


| gra upon all Loyns, and Baldneſs upon every 

eed, and I will make it as the Mourning of an only Son, 
and the end thereof as a Bitter Day. 

Jer. 6.10. To whom ſhall T ſpeak at give Warning, that 
they may hear ? Behold, their Ear is Uncircumciſed, and 
they cannot hearken ; behold, the Word of the Lord is unts 
them a Reproach, they have no delight in it, Cc. 
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Firſ, A 'Lammnetation over England, and the Dominion: thereurto 
£ A belonging, with a faithful Warning to the Inhabitants 
thereof, to —_ om the ruil of their Doings, and to turn unto the 
Lord by uw; Regent ance, that ſo they may eſcape the dreadful 
TFudgments of Almigh which are threaned and ready to be 
executed upon them, becauſe of the Crying Sins that do abound in 
Natrons. ' | 

Secondly, A Warning to the Rulers and Magiſtrates (#5 particular) 
to leave off perſecuting and affiitting the Innecent ; and to amend 
their Lives and —_ and {et up Fuftice and execute true 
Tugp ment among the Peaple,, Left Goll plead with them in his Anger, 
and'renſume them in his ſore Diſpleaſure. 

Thirdly, An Expoſtulation with the Clergy of the aforeſaid Domi- 
xions, whereby they are diſcovered not to be in the Steps, Lives and 
Prattices of the Prophets of God, true Miniſters of Chriſt, but of 
the falſe Prophets, and of Amichriſt. 

Fourthly, A Warning to thoſe ameng them, whoſe Day of Mercy is 

not overgto Repent 0 _ their Wicked and AntichriſtianPradtices, 

whereby they deceive the People, or elſe the Lord will make them a 

Hiſlng eu 4 Reproach ro the Nations, and their Memorial a 

Stink to Generations to come, © c. 


LIMI 


A Lamentation over England, and the 
Dominions thereunto belonging. 


H England! England! the Landof my Nativity, far 
whom my Soul hath often mourned, and at this time 
mourns before the Lord, and my Spirit is grieved 

within me, to behold ſo much Wickedneſs, Unyodline » Oppreſſion, 
and Abomination as at this day abounds inthee ! A Nation to 
whom God Almighty hath ſignally appeared, and been at work 
in by his mighty Arm and divine Power ; and the proffers of 
Love and Mercy from the God of Mercies have been to thee, and 
the Lord hath long waited to be gracious and merciful tothee, 
and hath extended one Viſitation after another unto thee, and 
hath many a time ſought thy Inhabitants in tender yearning 


 Bowelsof Love. 


But notwithſtanding all theſe Mercies, and tender Dealings 
of the Lord with you the Inhabitants of England, how have you 
eontinued in your Sins and Tranſgreſſions againſt the Lord, chat 
hath thus ſought your return to him, that he might have mercy 
on you! And when Intreatings and yearning Bowels would nog 
draw nor prevail upon you(to reſtrain yon from your evil cour 
and to bring you to Amendment of Life) he hath threat 
Judgment, and alſo many times executed it upon thy Inhabi- 
tants, O England and hath ſhewed his Diſpleafure againſt you 
many a time - But neither Mercy nor J ent, Smiles nor 
Threats have taken place among many of thy Rebellious and 
Gain-faying lnhabitants. For though the Lord hath often in- 
treated, and his Arm of everlaſtin cies have been ſtretched 
out to you, 2s it was to Jſradl of Od; and as they rebelled 
againſt the Lord, who would have gathered them, even {© bave 
you refuſed to hearken to any and to Forfake the _—_ 
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Wayes, and to turn to the Lord God, who wonld have ſaved 
you from the Wrath and fierce Vengeance that is coming upon 
-the Rebellious. 
—And though he hath pleaded with you in Judgment, and hath 
manifeſted his Diſplealure and Wrath in the midſt of thy Inha- 
-bitants, (though alwayes mixed with Mercy ) and ſhewed them 
that he can do whatſoever he will; For who can withſtand him 
in his great Power ? ſeeing the Nations are but as the drop of a 
Bucket before him, and as the ſmall Dult in the Ballance for 
he hath overturned on one Hand, .and overturned on the other 
Hand, in the fight of many of you who are yet alive; 
and hath brought down the Mighty:from their Seats (who ex- 
alted themſelves againſt the Lord, and againft the Innocent) 
and hath exalted them of. low degree; and when they did nor 
anſwer the End, for.which the Lord Ged appeared on-thcir be- 
. half, but rebelled againlt. the. living God, who had fcatrered 
their Enemies before them, 'the Hand of the Lord alfo turned 
againſt them, and confounded them, and broke and ſcattered 
them, and hath blown them away with the Breath of his Mouth, 
as the Chaff of the Summer-threſhing-Floor. 

And yetall theſe Revolutions and Overturnings, . whichthe Lord 
hath brought to paſs in the ſight of many of you the Inhabitants 
'of England, and his pleadings with you in Judgment, time after 
time with Sword, with Peſtslence and Fire, and many other 
dreadful Judgments, which have been both threatned and ex- 
ecgted in a dreadful manner; yet have not many of thy Inhabi- 
tants bowed themſelves to the Lord, who: hath thus appeared, 
nor feared before this dreadful God, who witlbe revealed in flames 
of Fire, 14 \h ance on the Rebelliows and G ain-ſayers of the 
Goſpel of his Son 4 have grieved and provoked. him by your 
Wickedneſs and Ungodlineſs from day to day. 


And when the Lord hath ſent his Servants and Meſſengers to 


you,, who have faithfully reproved Sinin the Gate, and where-ever 


it appeared ; and havecryed unto you, To break off from your Sins 
4a Fran ſor ies by true Repentance and Godly | Canon + ers 


Sins, andto Amend your Lives and Converſations, and'to turn to- 


-God with all your Hearts, and to put away the Evil of your doings 
om 


s/n III II 
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UMI 
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from before the Ey es of the BY and to ceaſe to do Evil, and learn 
ro do Well; the fo the Lord ( according to his Promiſe) might 
have blotted our your Sint, nil rtniembred your Tranſpreſſions ns 
more, "that "Reſt and Peact- "with the eonlafing ud might have been 


known to your immortal Solils | fortutr and toer. 


But all theſe Labours of Love, and yearning Bowels, with 
which you have been ſought both by the Lord, and atfo by his 
Servants(who have riſen early,and travelled with their Lives in 
their Hands, & bave earneſtly deſired 5, —_ the Lord} 
have been ſtightett, and'ſer at riought y you: Neither have you 
turned from the Evil vf your wayes ar 'all, -but like Ferwſaltm of 
Old, (whom the Lord would have gathered) have rejected the 
Reproofs of the Spirit and Grace of God in yourſelves, and are 
_ Deigh t to the Spirit of Grace, by which you ſhould 
have bee ſanRified, and alfo ſealed tothe Day vFRedemp- 
tion 3 5, alſorejettin the lnſtryctions, Reproaofs and Warn- 
ings, which by the fairtifulServantsof the Lord Hayebecn ſound- 
ed in your Eats ; Inſtead of hearkenivg therennto, you have 
eviily intreated them with Whips ping, *rer *recking, Stoning, ſpoiling 


of their Geeds,to the Ruining of many Famili ifoning ſome 
Dhies {'v with.1 £ _ grbls and 


to Death, and 
horrid Abuſes: Gas For: you have ent! the *exvants of 
the Kord, for ho other” Caiſe «than for the" exFraſe of their 
Confeiences towards God, and IR g you for your Sins, and 
cryingro you for Amendment of Life; which*beſpeaks you to 
be a People that hate RY "4 1o e [niquity, cuts 
our own' Vaniti | nz" the" er. Meraes of 
bf «Gd; treadur oft | r felves Wrath apain® rh& fy 
of Wrathz ind fv are bringing fwift Deſtruftion and Miſety 
upon. your ſelves. . Oh! My Soul mourys in  hnyrnrT fence 


=P 


Ia ul Day which is-coming o Trap 
Sony Sha it \Rebeftion® Na the ing Go Gold for Lend 8 
NS efelly ly'entreatlt 
et im Lord, why" foug Be mating Md Nog the” 206d- 


and everl ig Pei your PE Sokls” 
Brt none 'of theſe things have' prevailed apon many of thy 


Fnfrabitants; O vr breed to ror r= = your hatd-H and to 
render thembefore the nſteab feeding fonyour 


Sins 
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Jigs and” Abominations (which abound amongft many of you) 
by true Repentance and Amendment of your Lives aud Conver- 
_—_— and tyrning to the Lord, —_ _ ae to you many a 
ticze, ſayi Wn you," turn will you dye? (as hedid 
to [ſraecl f ola) #4 1d ugh your Ears as -_ did, 
who were compared to the deaf Adder that wonld net hear the 
Voice of the Charmer, charming never ſo wiſely , and ſo continuing 


fill in your Abominations (which the Lor would __—_— 


you from, had you obey*d his Voice) manifold Sins and Wick- 
edneſs encreaſe amengſt you, as Swearing, Curſing, Danning, 
Kevelling, Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms and Adwders, with many 
other groſs and ſhameful Impieties ; yea, almoſt all manner of 


Wickedneſs, Rebellion and Treachery, both againſt God and. 


Man, abounds amongſt many of you the Inhabitants of England, 
for which God will bring Judgment & Sorrow upon you, yea-ſuck 
Sorrow as ſhall never have an end, except you ſpeedily Repenc 
And thoſe that can a& theſc horrid Wickedneſſes and crying 
Sins (which indeed make the Land 'Mourn) without fear or 
ſhame, as if they did not conſider that there isa God, who will 
puniſh for them, are they nat moſt eftremed 'and ſetup amongſt 
many of you now a days? and io that is ſeen to increaſe amongſt 


many of you the. Inhabitants of ENGLAND (tao the grief and 


ſorrow of the hearts of many) which the Prophet ſaw, and 
concerning which he cryed out of old, {aying, The Proud are 


counted Happy, yea, they thet work, Wickednefs are even ſet up, and - 


that tempt God are even delovered, Mal.3. 15. 
ut let all ſnch knoy,. who arc guilty. of theſe Evils, your 
everlaſting Thraldow/and eternal cam 


the Lord God of? 


2” 
uy 


.is. coming on, and- 
will overtake yon, (if Fe tpecolly Repeitt net) out of which - 


Muluitude- into thoſe Evils 


— 
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rulheth into Batte), aces Prey to the Ungodly, and as 
objets of Seorn and Derifion, on whom the Wicked and the 

y execute their Cruelty and grievous "i L- 
lineſs and Piety is fo little r many who 
eſs Chriſtianity, that a fober Life and agodly Converſation 
ks become a Deriſion z its Crime enongh now z days among 
_ for nz man-to have a civil Carriage and a ſober Behaviour 
(and to walk as one whe fears the Lord) to be ſeoffed at and 
vilified with reproachful Names, as he paſſeth through Town or 


ty. 

So that Wickednefs and erg”! Looſeneſs and Pro- 
phannefs is encouraged and abounds, Virtue and Sobriety are 
di ed and decryed among many of youthe Inhabitants of 
ENGLAND. For we ſee many of youare living and ſpending 
your days hereinthis World, in thoſe things which are fo con- 
trary to Chriſtianity, Purity and Hofineſs (withont which none 
thall ſee the Lord) as if there were no ſuch thing to be known or 
minded by you-: And all thoſe holy Admonitions in the Scrip- 
tures of __ thethreatnings of Puniſhment and eternal 
Sorrow tothe Wicked and Ungodly, which the Scriptures are 
foll of (iftimely Repentance be.not knqwn) are lighted and 
difregarded .by you, as if they ſhould never be fulfilled nor ex- 
ccuted you. 

—_ ſe are the har ona d em —— _ yet are _ 
amongſt yon, enco A ! tothisday, again 
an innocent and eſs Pete” rm Gol Atmis <4 hath 
gathered and chofenoutof the World, the ide om mina- 
tions thereof, tobe a I reds himſelf, zealous of 
Works, who havealways fought the good and peace of the 
Nation, and the abounding of Juſtice and Equity therein, and 
have often entreated the Lord, and ſopplicated God on your 
behalf, That be would not break, in upon the Inhabitants of 
ENGLAND, by his fierce Wrath and ſore Diſpleaſure, left he 
ſhould conſume you all at once, for your Sins and Tranfgre(- 
ſions agamfthim,;whotath tendred Safvation,but you refuſed it. 

And many have 1aboured faithfully among yon, to turn you 
from Darknefsto the Light of Chriſt (whichnow ſhines, bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord forever) and fromSatans Power (by which you 


have 
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haye been, and yetare captivated and prevailedupon to, work 
lniquity with greedineſs) to the Power of God, which would 
have Redeemedout of that Slavery and Captivity, into the gla- 
. Hous Liberty and Freedam of the Sons, of God, had there been 
Obedienceand Subjeciion yielded to it... , -. 
But this alſo hath been ſlighted and ſet at' nought by.many of 
you : And thoſe who have thus laboured and travelled among 
jou for your good, you have rewarded with Stccking, Stoxing and 
{ripriſouments,with many other grols and horrid Abuſes, as Feru- 
ſalem did of Old them that were ſent to her: And inſtead of turn- 
ing to Chriſt, the. twue Light, that enlightens egery max that. comerh 
snto the World, John 19. You have madea ſcorn and a deriſion of 
it, and have loved Darkneſs rather than the Light, (which ma- 
Nifeſts to you the Wickedneſs of your Evil Hearts, and the A- 
bominations that have lodged there) becauſe there Deeds are 
Evil, Fohr 3. 19, 20. . And {0 haychated the bleſſed Light that 
.doth reprove for Sin, - loving your Sins, for which you have. been 
reproved, better than the Light who hath reproved you. 

And ſo have manifeſted your ſelyes to be inch as the Apoſtle 
ſpoke of, Lovers of your own Pleaſures, . Proud, Blaſpbemers, dif- 
obedient to Parents, Unthankfal, Unholy, without natural Aﬀetts 
Truce-breakers, falſe Accuſers, Incontient, Fierce, Deſpiſers of theſe 
that are good, Treacherou, Heady, High-miniled, lovers of Pleaſure 
ere than lovers of God, &c. 2 1m. 3. 2, 33 4+ 

And in theſe Evils above-mentioned, you are ſatisfying your 
own Hearts Luſts, livingin allmazner 0 [4 yo p gp Hang | 
vain Glory, and forgetfulneſs of God, and ſo are guilty o 
thoſe Sins which -1/rgel of Old wereguilty of, who ſate down 
(in Þ a; of God) #9 Eat and to Drinkz and roſe up 30 Play, 
E.x0d. 32, 6. 

And this is the State of too .many of you the Inhbabitants . of 
England, both Prieſts and People, for which the Wrath of Al- 
mighty God is kindled againſt you, and. his fore Diſplegſure is 
nigh to break forth upon you, in which he. will trample you. un- 
der his Fect, and appoint you. your portion in the Lake of Pere 
dition forever, if you Repent not, and that ſpecdily. 

Oh England ! England! How many Warnings have thy [In- 
habitants had ? And how long hath the Lord trove with you : | 

[4 
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both by his Servants, -and alſo by the many ſignal Tokens that 
have appeared of his diſpleaſure amongſt yon ? Yet none of 
thoſe things have prevailed upon you to turn from the Evil of 
your wayes ;. but you have hardened your Hearts, and ſtiffened 
your Necks in your Wickedneſs and Rebellion againſt God 
(though he has long waited tb be gracious to you) for which 
God will bringeverlaſting Miſery and Sorrow upon you, if ye 
continue in theſe Evils which have.abounded, and yet abound 
among you. | 

For although -the Apoſtle ſaith expreſly, Know you wot that the 
Unrighteow ſhall net inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not deceived, 
neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Drunkards, nor Revileys, &c. 
ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. And notwith- 
ſtanding theſe Teſtimonies which are certainly true, and will 
be fulfilled upon all the Ungodly : How many are living in theſe 
very Evils! as Wheredems, Drumkenneſs, Revilings, with many 
other crying Sins, which are exprelly forbidden; yet you con- 
tinue in them, as if all thoſe Judgments ard Torments threat- 
ned in the Scriptures of Truth againſt the Wicked, were but 
meer Fictions. And ſo you go on in your Wickedneſs and Un- 
godlinefs, as-if there -were neither Punifhment.nor Torment to 
the Wicked, and asit there were neither God nor Devil, -Hes- 
yen nor Hell. 

But let all ſuch know, that the dreadful God of Heaven and 
Earth, that rained Fire aud Brimſtone upon Sodom atd-Gomorral 
of Old, that PRnuived the Wicked in every Ages (who hath 
promiſed, and mill performit) though the Wicked, Joyn Hand 
in Hand, they fhall not ſPappugited but he will render the 
Recompence and Reward of yourown doings into your Boſams.z 
and if you do not turn to him while he ſtrives with you; ye ſhall 
feel the weight of -his avenging . Hand and. Iron Rod, with 
which he will, daſh the. Rebellious -Nations-/to pieces - like a 
Potters Veſſel, And now my Soul defres: that you. may rera; 
from your Evil Courſes, and.no longer continue 1n your Exale- 
edneſs of mind and heart, and in your Wickedneſs and Ungod- 
lineſs, leſt you be brought down and turned into Hell,, with all 
Nations that forget God, P/al. 9. 17. to be. tormenged with the 
Deyil and his Angr Iprever and EVermare- 
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For the Lord hath often waited to be gracious unto you, and 
Hath born with you, though you have greatly provoked him, 
yet his Patience has laited long ; and he hath held forth a Hand 
of love to many, who have taken no totice of it : But now his 
Patience is almoſt worn ont, and his long ſuffering well nigh 
come to an End; yea, I am afraid its come to an end already 
to many of you, the Inhabitants of England, and his Indigna- 
tion is kindled, and burns hot againſt yon, who have refuſed to 
hearken to him, who hath called yau time after time, and is 
nigh to break forth like a devouring Fire; and before him the 
Wicked ſhall be as Hay, and as Stubble, whom God will cor- 
ſume, and will leave them neither Root nor Branch. 

For behold, the Cry of your Iniquities hath reached unto 
Heaven, and your Sins have come up before the Lord, and into 
remembrance with our God and the Day wherein he will caſe 
him of his Adverſaries, and avenge him-of his Enemies maketh 
haſte, wherein he will poar out his Wrath, Indignation and 
Judgment upon you, the Inhabitants of England (that continue 
inyour Gain-ſaying and Rebellion againft God) without any 
mixture of Mercy. 

Oh! you my native Country Men and People of England (in 
general) for whom a travail s- npon my Spirit at prelent, and 
hath been many a time, that you might be preyailed upon(whoſe 
Day of Mercy is not yet ended-and over, whom the ſhadow of 
Death and the Night is not yet wholly ſpread) to conſider your 
latter'end, before it be too late ; and to turn from your Sins and 
Tranſgreſſions,your Hanghtinef,Pride and vaitr Glory,and your 
abuſing your ſelves with thoſe things which God hath extended 
as Mercies unto you, viz. your walting, abuſing and ſpendin 
the good Creatures of God to fatisfie your L which hat 
highly diſpleaſed the Lord, and preyoked him to Anger. 

And that you niay all come tolearn that bleſſed Lefion, which 
the holy men of Old learned;who were taught by the Grace and 
Spirit of God,(a meeſwre whereof 3; given to every man to profit with- 

, 1 Cor.12. 7.)which was, That | arcs Ungodlineſs,and worldly 
Lufts, th _— live Soberly, Righteeuſly and Godlily im the preſent 
evil Werld It. 2-11, 12. Whichall that ever come to inherit 
Reſt and Peace with God, and to have a habitation in his holy 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom of everlaſting Joy, muſt be found living in, and te 
cry to God in a ſence of your Miſerable ſtate and Deplorable 
Condition, while the Ear of his tender Mercy is open to hear 
you, leſt ſuch a Day come upon andovertake you, as was threat- 
ned to a People of Old, wherein you may Cry, and the Lord will net 
hear you ; (becauſe you have not heerkenod to him, when he cal- 
led) you may Cal, and he will not Anſwer ; but will laugh at your 
Calamity, and mock, when your Fear cometh. 

But that this Day may never overtake you, to whom the Vi- 
ſtation of God is yet continued, is the hearty Defire and Prayer 
of my Soul to God for yeu : Therefore turn to God with all your 
Hearts, whilc his Arms of tender Mercy are open to receive you 
and trittie not away your precious time that yet remains,leſt by ſo 
doing, you bring the ſentence of an eternal Excluſion-upon your 
ſelves from God, and the joy of his Kingdom forever anderer. 

And, Oh that a true Delire were begotten inall your Hearts 
and Minds, to come to that bleffed Fountain of God's free Love, 
which he hath opened for all who are willing to come to it, the 
Virtue whereof purgeth the Souls of all that wafh in it, from 
Sin and, Uncleannels, and fo x ng 79s the Conſcience from 
death,. and dead works, to ſeryethe living God it” newtief/and 
purity of a Holy Life. x _ 

And now, Oh that you all may be willing to take that good 
Counſel, which was given by the Lord toa People of Old, when 
he ſaid by the Mouth of his Prophet, Wafh you, make you clean, 
put away from before me the Evil of your "gs ceaſe to ds Evil, 
and learn to do Well ;, ſeek, Fudgment, relieve t Oppreſſed, judge the 


Fatherleſs, plead for the Widdow : Come now, let us reaſon together, 
ſaith the Lord, though your Sins be a Scarlet, thry ſhall be ar whi 
as Snow, though they be red as Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wott : If 


you be willing and obedient, you, ſhall cat the good of the Land, &c. 

Iſa. 1, 16, 17, 18, 19, © +» hab 
Theſe are the precious Promiſes of God to all who are will 

to forſake the Evil of their doings, and to turn to him with s 


their Hearts, who defires not the death (or deſtruction) of any, 


but rather that they may Repent, and live. 
,And again, the Counſel and Adviceof the holy Apoſtle 


onght to be minded and obſerved by you all, which is on this wiſe, 
B 2 Cleanſe 
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Cleanſe. your Hands ye Sinners, purifie your Hearts ye Double: mind# 
ca; be Aﬀicted, and Monrn, and Weep; Let your Langhter be. 
rerned nts Mourning, and'your Foy into Heavineſs : Humble your 
ſclyes in the fight of the Lord, and be ſhall lift you up, James 4.8, 
9, IO» | 

Ard unleſs you thas lnamble your ſelves under the mighty 
Hand of God, and. turn to the Lord, and forſake yoar ſ{tnful 
Wayes. and evil Courſes, and wait to know a being waſhed ii 
the Blood-of Jeſus Chrilt (which cleanſeth from all Sin ) that 
is-theFountain ofGod's free and greatLoye opened unto all Man- 
kind, you- can never come to have a place in the Relt which 
God hath prepared, nor in that Kingdom of eternal Glory, 
which remains ſure to the Righteous forever. 

Now the Lord knows (who ſearches the-Hearts, and tryeth 
the Reigns of all, from whoſe;Ak-ſeeing, Eye nothing can be hid )' 
that [ labour for, and ſeek nothing more, than yout turning 'to- 
the Lord with broken, tender and penitent Hearts, that you 
may find Mercy with God to your immortal Souls; and that 
while you have dayes here in this world, you may ſo live in his 


Fear, Wiſdom and: Connſel, as- that when-ever your latter 


end.cometh, . and. Death looks you in the Face, and ſummons 
you before the. righteons Judge of Heaven and' Earth, you ma 
lay-downyour Heads, and go to your Greves in Peace with God, 
and'in a full aſſurance of s Habitation- in that Eternal Joy, 
where no Sorrow nor Sighing ſhall ever come. 


Theſe are the Defires and earneſt Breatbings of: hits, whoſe Soul hath 
eftej bees wounded, and his Spirit grieved, wn the bextinis and be- 
holding the Wickgdneſs and Abominations which have abounded, 
and yet de abound amongſt many unto this very day ; - and alſo hath 
mourned, and been bowed before the Lord, in the ſight and ſence of 
that dreadful Day, which will certainly overtakg and come wpon 


all rhoſe, who cominns in their Wickedaeſs and 'Ribellion agamſs- 
W..B. 
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A VVarning to the Rulers 
and Magittrares, &c. 


Nd now all ye Rulers, Magiſtrates, and Men in Authority 
in ENGLAND, and the Dominions hereunto belonging, 
the Lord God of Heaven and Earth (in whom Power and Au» 
thority remains forever, To down, and ſet up whomſoever he 
pleaſeth) is highly diſpleaſed with many of you, (not: exemp- 
ting the Wicked and Oppreflive Rulers through- the 'whole 
World) becauſe you have not feared before his eternal Power 
and Majelty, by whom the Life, Breath and Beeing of all 
Mankind, and every living Creature is continued, who can 
take it away, and bring the higheſt and loftieſt, of Mortal 
_ to the Duſt ( from whence they -come-) : at his Plea- 
ITE. | 3s 04: 7 
Neither have you waited to receive Wiſdom and Counſel 
from him, the great Counſellour, to aft and to diſcharge your 
ſelves as you ought to have done, in fogreat Afﬀairs and weigh- 
ty Concerns as you have undertaken ; which if you-had done, 
ye would haveencouraged Virtue and: RighteouſneG\inall,. and 
puniſhed Vice and Wickednels, where-ever it appeared, and 
have been a Terror to Evikdoers,. and a Prziſe; to them that 
were found doing Well; and fo would have eaſed the Qpprefſed, 
by breaking the Bonds of Oppreſlion, and execiited Juſtice and 
Equity in the Earth, and thereby Truth and HolineG,, Purity 
and Rightcoufneſs would. have been-exalted among youz: and 
this would haye brought Peace 'aad: laſting Satistation-into 
your own Hearts, and- Joy and Tranquillity to the Nation in 
general. FE 
But have not many of you done and acted to the contrary ? 
For inſtead of puniſhing. Debauchery and Wickedne(s, viz. 
Swearing, Curſing , 'Drunkgmeſs, edoms. 3. Loefeneſs and 
: Pre- 


C14] 

Prophanneſs in others, (which you ought to have done, and to 
have been good Examples of Purity and Holineſs in your Lives. 
afid Converſations to all) are not many of you your felves li- 
ving and taking delight and pleaſure in the above-mentioned. 
Evtls, and grots Abominations ? for which God, the righteous 
Judge of Heaven and Earth (who will not be byafſed with Re- 
wards) will puniſh with everlaſting Pain, and eternal Flames, 
if there be a continuing in them. 

And many of you, by your bad Lives and Converſations, 
(others having taken you for Examples ) have you not 
encouraged them in their Wickedneſs? Is not that the cauſe 
which maketh Ungodlineſs abound ? as it doth among many at 
this day, to the grief and ſorrow of many, who have truly de- 
fired to ſee the Current of Iniquity ſtopt. 

And whether: have you ſet up Fadement and Juſtice as you 
ought 'to have- done? Or executed it upon the Tranſgreſlors, 
or caſed the Oppreſſed, or broken the Bonds of Oppreſlion, and 
- have beena Terror to the Evii-doers, and Encouragers of them 
that do Well? 4 

But have not. many of :you puniſhed and oppreſſed the In- 
Rocent, and have executed your Cruelty upon them, and have 
tet the Tranſgreffors and the Wicked gorfree ? And So 'are not 
Such found in the Steps of thoſe againſt whom the Prophet of the 
Lord cryed = of old, Saying ; Your Hands are defiled with Blood, 

our Fingers withImiquity,your Lips have ſpokenLyes,your Tongues mut- 
tred Afank wes, panel nor _ pleadeth or Truth : 
_ truſt in V, npnepac byes Thy concerve Miſchief,and bring 
forrh Inzquity;, Their works are works of Iniquity ; The att of Vi- 
olence is in their bands; Their feet runto Evil; They maks hafte to 
ſhed Innocent Blood, Waſting aud Deſtruttion are in their Paths ; 
The way of Peace they know not, and there 15 ne FTndgment in their 
goings; They bave made them Crooked Paths, whoſorver gocth there. 
5, ſball not kyow Peace'; aud Fudgment is turned away backward, and 
Fuſtice ſtandeth a far off ; for Truth is fallen in the ſtreets,and Equity 
Cannot enter ; yea,T ruth falleth,and he that departeth from evil maketh 
himſelf a Prey; And the Lord'ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him tbat 
there was uo Fulgment," Iſa. 59. 3, 43 & 6,78, 14, 15. 

And haye not many or moſt of theſe Wickedneſſes been _ 

among 
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amongſt many of you the Riles & Magiſtrates of ENGLAND, 
and the Dominions thereunto belonging ? And have not many 
deviſed Miſchief and Oppreſſion againſt an Innocent People, 
that have done no wrong nor harm to any of you, nor tothe 
Nation in general; but have ſought the good and everlaſting 
Wellfare of the Sons and Daughters of Men every where ? And 
have not cruel Laws been made againſt them ? And have they 
not been (with many other Laws which were never made or in- 
tended againſt us) executed upon us, with Cruelty and Severi- 
ty (though the breach of no juſt Law can becharged upon us) 
to the Ruin, Spoiling and expoſing many Families to Poverty, 
which were capable of relieving and aſliſting others? And are 
not theſe Cruelties and Unrighteous Prattices upheld and con- 
tinued ? So that at this very day, many undergo great Hard- 
ſhips, Abuſes and cruel Ufages, for no other Cauſe that can 
juſtly be laid to their Charge, than for keeping theit Conſcien- 
ces clear in the ſight of God,for Worlhipping Rim according to 
his holy Requirings, and for reproving ſin in the Gate, and 
crying to People, T's leave off their Wickedneſs, Pride; Drunkgnneſs, 
Whoredoms, Curſing and Sweareng, with many other groſs Abomi« 
nations which abound too much among many, * both: Kalers 
Priefts and People ;, for which God Almighty is angry with this 
Nation, and will bring his dreadful F nts on all thoſe that 
continue therein. | 

And the Cry that hath run throngh many in this day, to 
Rulers Priefts and People, hath been, T's break off fromthe above- 
mentioned Evils by true ——— by Amendmen of their 
Lives and Converſations, while the day of Mercy laſtoth to themy. 
and to fear the living ' God, "that they might ſerve bim ww 
Truth and Righeeſnes 3 And this is that which we have ſought 
or deſired (even to fee this Change wrought inall) in our 
bours and Trayails, for which we have this Reward of Oppreſli- 
on, Cruelty, Spoiling of 'Goods: and-imprifonments, with 
many other great, Inhumane and*Unchriſtiay -like- Abuſes, 
which our innocent Sufferingsfor many years; and unt6 this very 
day ( which at this time is very great) may plainly ſhew 
Though alwayes without any Joft cauſe given on oor parts ; for 
none can juſtly charge us with Plorring and Comrivingy Rebellion 


OT. 
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or Inſurreftiens againſt the KING or the GOVERNMENT or 
Peace of the Nation. But we have always ſought the good and 
everlaſting Happineſs of all, yea, of our Enemies themſelves, 
though many times Shamefully abuſed by them,both in Body and 
Goods; and the good and wellfare of the Rulers and Magiſtrates 
of England, though many of you have impriſoned many of us 
(time after time) tome in Naſty Holes till Death, and others ta [1 
the Rniningof their Fawiles (as to outward things) becauſe 
they could not wrong nor offer violence ta their own Con- 
ſciences. , 

And when Anthority hath been given to Wicked, Ungodly, 
Prophane, and Unreaſonable men, to make Spoil of their «©. oods 
(who were ſure to have one part of the Spoil themſelyes) they 
have not only made Havock and great Spoll thereof, but have ta- 
ken liberty. (if they had not Power given them). grolly to abuſe 
their Bodies alſo, by bailing and beating them, &c. 

 .»; Andall theſe Unrighteous, Unjuſt Dealings and Proceedings have 
been patiently born (only a cry hath been in our hearts to the 
Lord, That be would open their Underſtandings, ' and let them ſee 
what they were doing (that ſo they might repent and find mercy 
with God) without ſeeking Revenge, as knowing Yengearce x5 
the Lords, and be will repay ; committing our Cauſe to God, who 
will. plead the Canſe of the innocent. And that this has been our 
Practice, it is not unknown to many of you. 

So, I deſire you Magiſtrates (who have been moſt concerned in 
perſecuting of us.) may conſider thoſe Cruelties and Oppreilions 
which have been inflicted upon us; and how there hath been no 
juſt Cauſe on our parts for it : For what PLOTS have we con- 
trived? What . Diſturbance have we made to the Government ? 
Have we not always been an innocent, ſuffering People ? Look 
back at our Lives and Converlations, ever lince we were a 
People (in ſcorn) called Qakersz and at our Carriage and Be-, 
haviour towards all men : And alſo, takea view of: your dea-, 
lings with us,. and what ;hath been inflicted upon us; ana you 

may ſee -whether.-we have juftly deſerved it by any Evil that we, 
havedone : 1am ſure, if ſome look back with an impartial Eye, 
they - will have cauſe to be alhamed of their Dealings and Pro- 
.ccedings againft us, who have made us as objets, on whom they 
| haye 
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have executed their Cruelty and Oppreſſion. And alſo take a view 
of your doings, and ſee whether many of you are not found too 
much.in the lteps of thoſe of old, whom the Prophet of the Lord 
cryed out againſt, ſaying, Hear 7 pray you;:0 Headrof Jacob, 
and ye Princes of the Houſe of Uracl; 1: i» not for yon to; kyow 
Fudg ment ? who hate the good and love the evil, who pluckoff their 
Shgers from off them, and their fieſh from off their Bones : Who alſo eat 
the fleſh of my Peoyle and flay their skins from off them, and they break. 
therr Bones and chop ther in pieces 43 fleſh for the Caldron, Micah 
3- 1,2,3- aaa PR EE $ILA 
And the Judgment threatned, which was juſt upon them for 
their Wickednels,Cruelty andOppreſlion,which was inflicted 'sn 
his People by them without any bowels of mercy, was on this 
wiſe;T hen ſhallthey Cry unto the Lord;bmt he will not hear them. he 
will even hide hus face from them at that time, . i they behaved them- 
ſelves ill in their doings, ver\. 4. Again,the Prophet ſaith,BSur traty 
{ am full of Power by the Sprrit of e Lord, and of. Fudgment; and 
of Might, to declare unto Jacob his Tranſgreſſions, ax to \ſraelhix 
ſims. Hear this, 1 pray you, ye Heads of thehouſe of Jacob, and 
ye Princes of the Houſe af Uſrael, that abbor Yudgment,and pervert al 
Equity, that build uy Ziowwith Blood and Jeratalem with Iniquity 
eads thereof judge for Rtward, - and the Pridfþe teach for Hirs, 
&c, yet will they leaw wpen the Lord, and fo (as many are ſaying 
now) is mot the Lord amongſt us? No Evil can come upon us : 
Therefore ſhall Zion for your ſakes be plowed as a Field, and Jerufa 
lem ſhal become heaps,and the monatain of the houſe asthe bigh places 
of the Forreſt, vers 8,9, 10, 141, 12. , I : 
And as the Lord was angry with that Generation forthoſt 
Evils that 2bounded amongſt them, even ſo is he angry with this 
Nation, becauſe lniquity and Tranfſgrefſion abounds, and love 
to Righteoumefs, Equity and Juſtice (and to them that live-there- 
in) waxeth cold in many, who make a Profeſſionof God, and 
Godliineſs. But behold ! the Lord hath looked down from Hea- 
ven, and harh beheld the Iniquities of many to be of a Scarlet 
and Crimſondye, and hath alfo beheld thegreaCOppreflion of 
his People, and the Groanings of the Opprelled hath entered in- 
t0-his Ears; And the Lord God - a in his mighty -” 
plead 


w” _ LT. 
pleack the Cauſe of the. aRicteds. and will call all to:an Account, 
who: are: guidty,, both for their Sins againſt him, and alſo for 
their Qppreſling: of his. innocent. People, and. will render. a Re- 
compenceaf. Reward.into everg.oncs bolom, , according.to their 
doings. - - 6 |  2\R9FA "1 , [3 Iv 

Thereforea H ARNING:is in.my:beart to-youall, . whoſe day 
of, Mercy: is-not yet ended; Farſake  your-evid Courſes,. break 
eff from your Sins by true Repentance,and fear before the dread-» 
ful, God; of Heaven. and Earth,: before. whaſc: Bar of divine 
Juſtice, _Y wult w OED a Sentence-fram him the 
true and equal Judge. appreſling and ;perſecu- 
ting the People of theLord, who-ſeek nothing'more than the Ho» 
nour and'Glary of his great Name. 

And ſet up Judgment and. Juſtice. in-the Earth, and incou- 
rage Truth and Righteouſneſs,. and take the.Rod.of the W icke 
ed from. off the back of the: Rightcons,. which. hath lain heavy 
upon them loang.z; And puniſh Hickedneſs and, re ory 
sng'and Curſing, Drunkenneſs 2nd. Whoredom,, all which to 
the grief and ſorrow. of many. - You may hear itevery.day in 
your Ears and bebold-it with your Eyes. net only mayy.in Au- 
tbority” (who: ſtrnuld have. been. better examples) but alſathe 
very. Boys. and. Chileten. in theStrects, thair Mouths are full of 
Curſing and Damning, which is dreadful offz. its grown 
ſo. cammon, and 10. much inconraged by. the badexamples of 
many of thoſe that ſhould baye been a-terrax to. evil doers, 

_ Therefore. puniſh theſe Wickedneſſee,, which\ run down like 
a flood, '2nd indeavour to op the Current:of Injquity, which at 
this day eucreaſes in adreadtul manner ;, Andbr Examples 
your {elves in Holineſs of Life and Converſation; Or elſe God will 
pour out Shame and everlaſting Contempt upon. yau, and will plead with 
you in bis firce Wrath,and in his ſora Diſpleaſure 5 and his Indignation 
will break, forth liks devouring fire, and ye ſbalkbe (mhoare guilty 
of thoſe Evils) like Hay and Stubble before him, whe will eonſwme you 

beth Root and Branch, of you Repert not, and that ſpeedily. | 
And, Oh that you; would' fear before. the living God, and 
dread his holy Name, and-eck the Lord while he may be found ; 
Call upon him while he 1s-near 3 Leſt that day,come upon. you 
wherein 
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wherein you may ſeek him % he will not be found of you, be- 
Reprodis, and would bare-none of 


cauſe you have- rejected- his- 
his Counſel. 

Therefore, if a an yet remain to you, mind the Honqur of 
God, and the good of your ownSoulks ; and the propagating of 
* 


Truth and Holineſs more than your own [nereſft, F ip OF Fa- 

voxr of men, or your Pride, Pomp and vein Glory, wh od will 

ſtain and blaſt by the breath of has mouth, and will blow it away 
with the Whirlwind of his Wratb, like the.Chaff ofthe Snmaer 

{ threſhing floor forever: | 

But that you may haye a habitation in the Kingdom of eternal 
Glory, which God hath prepared as a dwelling place for the 

Righteous, is the deſire of my Soul. 


| Who am a Lover of Truth and Righteonfurſs, 
W. B. 


AN 
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An Expoſtulation with the 
CLER GY; 
And aWARNITNT to thole among 


' them whoſe Day of Mercy 1s not 
over, &Cc. 


Nd now, all yon Priefts, who have taken upon you to be the 
Leaders and Guiders of the People, and alſo to take the 

Care and Overſight of them, and to inſtruct them, and to be their 
Shepherds,and to feed them(as you pretend)with Spiritual Food. 
he Controverſie of the great God of Heaven and Earth is 
with you, and the day wherein he will plead with you in his ſore 
Diſpleaſure, makes haſte upon you, becauſe you have neither 
fed the People with the Food you pretended, nor taken iuch 
care of their Souls, as to have led and guided them in the way 
ef Truth and Righteouſneſs, as you ought to have done: For 
have you not made the People to err by your Lyes, and by your 
Lightneſs? For according to what ye have taken upon you 
ye ſhould bave been good Examples to all, in Holineſs, in 
Purity of Life and Converſation. You have been Examples 
to the People, | grant; but in what? Hath it not been (with 
many of you) in Pride, Lightneſs, Prophaneneſs, Covetouſneſs, 
Oppreſſion and Debauchery, as Drunkennef,, Curſing, Swearmg 
and Whoredoms, with many great and Crying Sms ? Do not 
theſe Abominations abound amongſt many of you (upheld 
and encouraged by your bad Examples) of the Clergy of 
England, and the Dominions thereunto belonging ? I ſhall leave 
to all ſober People, that obſerye your Lives ard Conver tations 


$0 judge. 
_ And 
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.' 'And fo inſtead of leading Wa, in the Way of the Lord, 
(which is a pure Way forever) and into Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs - (without which none can ſee the Lord) have you 
not been Inſtrumental (in the hand of the Enemy of all Righ- 
teoufneſs) to-lead them into the Liberty and Looſeneſs of 
the World, and into Parkneſs and Ignorance 'of the Lord, 
and of his holy Spirit and Grace (which was the Teacher and 
Leader-of the Saints of Old) by your Ungodly 'and -Unrigh- 
tsous Lives ? Do net your Praftices beſpeak you 'to 
blind "Guides, leading the Blind (though its willful Blind- 
neſs) and fo have falien together into the Ditchof Unclean- 
neſs, (which the abounding of Wickedneſs, that at this day 
increaſes -among, many of you, and your Hearers alſo dv 
Plainly ſhew) and are ready to fall into the Pir of eternal 
Miſery and Lake of Perdit:on, (if you Repent not) which 
will.be your Portion at the Hand of the Juſt God, who will 
render a2 Recomperce-of Reward unto all, according to their 


-doings. 


' And:are yon not (with many of yonr Hearers) in the 
ſteps of thofe the Prophet 'of 'the Lord-cryed :out* againſt ? 
{aying, A wonderful and a horrible ' thing 13 committed in the 
Land, the Prophets thereof prophecy 'falfly, and'the Prieſts brar Rule 
by their Means, and my People love'to bave it ſo;, And what will you 
ao in the end thereof ? Jer. 5. 30,31. 

Again, another Prophet-cryeth ontintheſe Words ; Thu ſaith 
the Lord God, Wowno the falſe Prophets thar follow their own Spirit, 
and bave ſeen'nothing.- Oh Iſrael ! thy Prophers are liky the Foxes in 
the Deſart,&&. They have ſeen V anity, and Lying Dtivinanon, ſaying, 
The Lord ſaith, and the 'Lord bath not ſent them; and they have 
made athers'to hope that they wonld confirm the Word: Have you 
net. ſeen a vain Viſion? And have you not ſpoken 'a Lying Di- 
vination? . Wheread you ſay, The Lord ſaith it; Albeir T have not 
ſpoken ©. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Becauſe you have ſpoken 
V aviy, and _—_ ;3 therefore behold I am againſt you, ſaith 
the Loxd God, my Hand- ſhall be upon the Prophets that 'Jee 
Vanity, and divine Lyes;, They ſhall nor be in the Afﬀembly of 
Peoyle, neither ſhall they be written in the Writing of the' Houſe 
of Iſracl, : neither ſhall they enter into the Land of Ifracl ; A ” 

D F 
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ſhall know that 1 amtheLard v1 becaxſe, even becauſe they bave 
ſeduced my People, ſaying, Prase, and there was no Peace And one 
buslt up « Wall, ang lo, others danbed it with untempered Morter, 
Ez&k. 13. 3, 4, 6, 74 3, 93 10+ ; | 

- Again, the _ wp gab nts ——_- Jer of 
man, prophecy againſt the Prophets of Iſracl; pr V 4 
unto Lug Ts ſaith ths Lza God wnto the Shepherds, —_ 6, 
ro the Shepherds of lirael that do feed themſelues;, Should net the 
Shepherds, feed the Flock? Te eat the Fat, and ye clothe youl with 
tha Woot ,, ye ks them that are fed, but ye feed not the Flock.: The 
diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither have ye healed that which 
we ſick, neither bave ye bound up that which was broken, neither 
have you brought pos that: which was driven away, neitherr bave 
ye; ſought that mbich was loſt z but with Force and with Cruelty have 
ye, raled them, &c. Therefore, O ye Shepherds, hear the: Word of 
tha Lord ,, thus ſaith the Loxd Ged, Behold 1 am againſt the 
Shepherds, and will require the Flock, at their Hands, Eck. 34. 
23 3, 4 9, 10. 

Again, the Lord cryeth out on this wiſe by another of his 
Prophets; For from tha leaft of them, euen unto the greateſt of 
them, every. one is given. to. C eff, and from the Propher, 
even unto the Prieft, every one Jalfly: They beve heated 
alſe whe ny 7 Dawghter of my People ſughuly, ſaying, Peace, 
Peace, when there # no Peace. Were they aſhamed =Y had 
committed Abomination? © Nay, they were, not at all Nets 
ther cewld they bluſh; therefore they fhall fall them that fall ; 
at the time that I ſhall viſe themy they ſhatl be Caf » ſaith the 
Lord, Jer. 6.13, 14, 15- 

And again, another of the Prophets of the Lard cryed out 
on. this wiſe ; Thus ſaith the Lord-concermng. the Prophets, that 
make my Peaple err, that hite wth their Teeth,- and cry Peace; and 
he than putt suto their Monthes, they even.grepare War againſt 
bin -- Therefore Night ſhall be upon you, that you ſhall not have a 
Vifien, and it ſhall be dark over. you, that you ſh divine; and 
the. Sun ſhall go. down over the Prophets, aud. the Day ſhall be . dark 
over them; then ſhall. the Seers be aſhamed, the Diviners 


confounded. i. The Heads thereof judge for Reward, — 
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thereof teach for Hire, and 4, 278 thertef divine for Monſh,, 
Mich. 3. $2 Gy Ty I Is - 


And are not you, the Clergy of ENGLAND, ' and the' IDo- 
minions thereupto belonging, bighly guilty of moſt, if nor 


all theſe great Evils A Ns the falſe Pre- 


phets of Old were guilty of, for which the true Prophets -cry- 
ed qut agaipſt them ? For have you not run, when the Lord 
never ſent you? Though moſt of you have not run very far, 


it hath but been to augment your Wages, and to pet fater Be- 


pefices +. $0 we-find that filthy Luere has been yur greateſt 
inducement in yoſr Runnings z for it hath been for chat many 
of you have run from one place to another, and have taken 
upon you. to ſpeak in the Name of the Lord, though he 
never gaye you Commiſion fo to doz and therefore you have 
not, profited the People at all : For norwithitanding gil your 


Preaching tothe y» how : does: Iniquity abound; 2 
Lig aprox aſe amongſt them ?:- Don't you hear wi 
your the horrible Crys, Oaths, and 'dreadfa!- Curſings 


and Damnings, which make the Land mourg ? Don't you 
ſes with your Eyes the Prophanenes, Drunkefineſs, Looſe» 
nels; 2nd-almoſt.all manner of Wickednefd and . Debauch 
which cncreaſeth amoogft many of your! Hearers? | | And 
nat many of = your ſelves (who ſhould be Examples of bet- 
ter things) living and taking Pleaſure therein ? Yea, F an 
ſure many who live near the Fountains, from whence you 
{pring, and where you tearn your Arts and Sciences, haye too 
much caule to affirm it. to your ſhame, who daily hear and ſeets 
their great, grief and forrow of Heart, that almoſt all manner 6f 
Ungodline Debauchery. and Unclcanneſs abounds'a 
many of you; in theſe places; and. not only-in theſe' phices, 
butal@ in many other places where. you-come 3 Let but People 
obſerve your: Lives and-Converiations, and ſoe-whether 
of. .yqu, who-pretend 'to:be- Leaders ant- Teachers 6f _— 
(bug let all e:confider whither ſach-catiilead-them ;- its but 
into the way.,. the end whereof is 'eterna)- Miſery © 
Therefore let all People leave off following thoſe Leaders, dt $4 
are ſuch bad —A— Followers) are a 
\ | 2 guilty 


not Examples of Righteouſneſs and Purity, but of Wicked + 
neſs and Prophanenels to your Hearers; for which the Anger 


. of the. Loxd God:of. Heaven 'and Earth is kindled; and nigh. 
.to break forth, upon you like a devouring Fire; - and if you - 


_Repent -not. ſpeedily, will conſume you Root and Branch. 

And are you not bearing Rule by your Means, and-endea- 
youring to make the People love to have it ſo? and by Force 
and Cruelty, oppreſling and perſecuting- thoſe, who' cannox 
for Conſcience.iake own you to bethe trnae Miniſters of Chriſt, 
nor put into your Moathes, like thofe the trne- Prophers of the 
Lord cryed out againſt ? Read //a. 56- 10, 1 1, 12: 

And are.you not ſeeking your Gain from your-- Quarters, 
and minding the Fleece more than the Flock ? And dor'r 
you Preach for. Hire, and Divine for Money ? Yea - Are yon 
.not ſelling. both your Sermons and-your Prayers for Money ? 
And fo are doing <ontrary»to the command of Chriſt to his 
Miniſters and M ers,: when he ſent them forth Cas Lambs 
among Wolves) to preach the: Goſpel 'of Glad-tidings to the 
People, who: ſaid, Freely you. have received, freely give. Let 
your Doings teſtifie againtt you, that-you are not in the ſteps 
of the Diſaples of Chriſt, butare in the ſteps of- Simen Xs 
{or worſe than he) who wonld have bouglt the Gift of God 
for Money : But.yon fell your own Diviravtions' (under a 
pretence of the Gift-of God) for Money : And if his Pra- 
&tice was - condemnable., how can yours | be. juſtifiable ? 
So that which was faid to himby the holy Apoſtle Perer, may 
juſtly be ſaid toyou; You have neither Part nor Lot in this matter 3 
fer your Hearts are not right in the ſight of God, and you are ſeen 
80 be 5n the Gall of Bitternefl, and: Bond of Iniquity. Neither 
do we yet find or underſtand, that:you have yet repented of 
your Wickedneſs (fo mnch as he did of his) for inſtead-of Re- 
penting, 'are you. not going on and endeavouring to obtain your 
Covetous.Ends,and.are giving FlatteringTirles to many,and ha- 
ring mensPerſons'in Admirationfor your own advantage & ſetf- 

nds, and ave crying Peace tomanyzin ſucha State and Condition 
25 the Lord never ſpoke Peace toany in? And ſo are manifeſt to 
be like thoſe that cry Peace, Peace, when ſuddainDeſtruftion and Mis 


fery 
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gxilty. df- the before + mentioned | AbominatioNs; and ſo ate - 


Fa 


, [ of ] No = . *. 
ſery 15 at hand. Andyou have fed your ſelves wilt the Fat,' and 
clothed your ſelves with the Wool, and have preyedupon the 
People; and by your Oppreſſjon and Cruelty have fcattered:the 
Flock,. inſtead of EDGE them, or iturning them to Gods 
| who is become the Shepherd and Teacher of his People! himfelf, 
according to-his Promiſe of old, That be would gatber bis Sheep 
| from the Mouthes of thoſe Shepherds that made a Prey upon them : 

W hich Promiſe many have witneſled to be fulfilled in this ou 

| day, bleſſed be his Name forever. alia Ze hl 
And are you not biting with your Teeth (like: the falſe Pro- 
you of old) .and crying Peace to them that. put. into your 
outhes (though never 1o Unchriſtian-like-in their Converſi- 
tions) Bur they that cannot for Conſcience- ſake put into /your 
Mouthes, to maintain your Pride, High- mindedneſsand Qp- 
| reflion, have you not, and yet are preparing War againſt ther ? 
| the .great Spoil and Havock you have made oft many ſober 
and conſcientious Peaples Goods bear witneſs againit:you : 
And the many Priſons in England and elſe-where,- in which.you 
| have impriſoned ſome unto Death, and many. others.to the 


Ruining of them and their Families, becauſe they could not for 
Conſcience ſake pay you your Unjult and Ugchviſtian Demands, 
: , as Tyebes,. and: many other things; which neverwere detnanded 
nor paid in the primitive Chriltian Times, as. Goſpeb Majnte- 
; nance. (neither is there any ground in "the Scriptures for them'to 
| be demanded) by the Miniſters of the Goſpel; and ſeeing they 

were neither demanded nor paid by the ' Apoltles or: their 
Succefſors, while they "_ in the-primitive- Party; :n07 [any 
Preſcription given forth by the [Apoſtles that they (towitz 
Tythes) ſhould ever be paid or received'by the: Chriftiaps: 1 
; future Ages: Andalſo, ſeeing they were denyed ahd teſti 
| againſt by ſeveral of the firſt Reformed Proteſtants," as Hatter, 
Brute, &c. Therefore, for you to demand them, and tocalt 
men into Priſon for. the Non-Paywert of: them, 'matlifeits you - 
| to be ſuch as the holy Apoltle cryed:out againſt ;>Wio ;bhegwle 
* wiſtable Sanls; . an beart they have exerciſed with Cove Prattites 5 

Curſed Children, which bave forſaken the Right Way, and are! gone 

aſtay, following the Way of ' Balaam, the Son of Botor; who loved 

the Wages of Unrighteouſweſs, 2-PEt: 2. 14, 15-1 3 v q 
n 
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And. thefe- your Crueltics,  Perfecutions and QOppreſfſions 
teſftifie ito your faces .(and to all People thatare wilkng to ſee 
) _—_— aut of the Steps, Life and Spiritaf the Mel- 
enzers and Minifters of Chriſt Jeips p neither have you any Ex- 
.ample for theſe: your Wicked ' Prattices and Logadly Lives , 
meither:from the Prieſts under the Law, norifrom the true Mini- 
-ſters of Chriſt and Preachers of the holy Goſpel in the primitive 
[Times, andin feveral Ages fince the Apoſtles dayes, but from 
Balaam, falſe Prophets, falſe Teachers, &c.' ſuchas the Prophets 
-of the Lord eeſtifl d againſt. 
-:- And all-theſe your. Practices of Qppreſion, Cruelty and 
Perſecution, and your Unholy Lives and Canveriations are fuffi- 
cient Evidence and Ground for us, (had we no more) not to 
believe that you are the Miniſters and Meſfengers of Chriſt, but 
'of :Antichrilhz for we.don'tread that ever the true. Miniſters of 
Chriſt did oppreſs or periecute others, or leave any Preſident 
for any ſach Practice, but thecontrary ; for it was many times 
their to be ecuted, ſhamefully abuſed,. and: catt into 
Priſon by others, both in the primitive Times, and inthe Refor- 
mation, and almoſt in every Age until this very day : Andſo 
opts have been and. yet are folfilled:(to wit) 
Yeio,und all that will live Godly in Chriſt Frſus ſpall ſuffer Perſecution, 
S Tim: 3-12: And it was the Portion-((that Chriſt our Lord 
Gid, that fxch who lived in and followed bun ſhould meet withal, 
viz. That they ſhould be hated of all Nations for bis Names ſake : 
And that they hale them before Rulers and their Councils ;, 
Aud thas zhey fronld caft themunto Priſan, and Kill them. He did 
notſay, The Believers ſhoyld caſt their Enenues into Priſon and 
perſecute <_ 5 Ce Rekeſaly ofel F, - love my _ and to 
for them that | uſed them, and perſecuted the 
[Ac Xt might be the Fir rom of their Father in —_ who ſand; 
tbe Rain onthe juſt and unjuſt, &c. But you hare been fofar from 
- obeying Chriſt's command,-to love your Enemies, that you have, 
and yet are\doing deſpight to thoſe that'never did you any harm; 
but have ſought, and' yet areſceking your Everlaſting Peace and 
Well-beeing, both of Soul.-and Body. So that Perſecution and 
Cruelty is not a Mark of true Believers, that obey Chriſt, neither 
of his Mefſengers and Miniſters, whom he ſends forth to preach 
$1 the 
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the Everlaſting Goſpel, but a Mark of the) Whare, falſe Prophets 
oo er nate aeerpne an. aorore nnd 
Ghcilt,. yet they have | ing the Saincs;: | 
the Blood of the Martyrs and: Servaurs DE er Abt 
the Anger of the Lard is breaking forth,/ and hes artfngirbit Moginy.. 
Power to plead the Cauſe of his Suffering 'People';  anid will gove 
Whore Blood #0 drink; and the Cup of his Indignation "and Fary' 
(which ſhe ſhall not eſcape) from bes hand ſhall Geberi Pooviduy ant 
the Portion of all that joyn with her, except they Repent, (a | 
' And that you are inthe ſame Steps,  yaur own:Praftices, in 

perſecuting and opprelling an innocent People, are Evidenice and! 
Proof ſufficient againſt you. And thereforealt you whoſe: Day 
of Mercy is not yetover, and are guilty of theſe things; 

of, and ceaſe from theſe your Wicked and-iUnchriitian-like 
Praftices of Cruelty, Oppreſlion and Perſecution, andalfo:from 
your Wicked; Unclean: Lives and. Converfatians, and huntblet 
your ſelves under the Mighty Hand of God,ſubmit to & lie under 
his Righteous Judgments, and bear his Indignation and Wrath, 

which is juſt upor: you for your Wickedneſs, Critlty:and'Op- 

preſſion, and. for your Pride and Ungodlineds,. 1 abound 

amongſt many of you; that thereby\you: may Jcarn Righteouſ- 
neſs, and to dread and fear before the living God, and to ſerve 


| him in Truth and Righteouſneſs, who over all is worthy tobe 


ſerved, honoured and obeyed forever. 

And mind the teachings of his holyGrace and Spirit( meaſure 
whereof is given to every man to profit withal, ) which teacheth to deny 
Ungoalineſs, and worldly Luſts, and tolive a Sober, a Righteous and 
a Godly Life in this ave evil World. 

And be ye Examples of Meckneſs and Lowtlinefs of Mind and 
Spirit,and of Purity,Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in your Conver- 
ſations,Or elſe the Dreadful God of Heaven and Earth will pour out his 
Fury like Fire upon you; and ye ſhall be 48 Hay and as Stxbble before bus 
Fiery Indignation, which pr you ” and none ſhall be able to 
quench it , and you? Portion ſhall be with the Btaſt 4nd falſe Prophets, 
who ſhall be taken alive and caſt into the Lake of Fire that burns (as 
with Brimſtone) to be Tormented forever and for evermore. 

Moreover, God Almighty, whoſe Righteous Soul has been 


grieved by your Cruelty and Oppreſlion againlt his People, ms 
whole 
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whoſe holy Name has Wl yet is diſhonoured by your Un- 


godly Lives, will pour oxe Shame and Everlaſting Contempt upon you; 


and .ye ſhall be lik Chaſf before the Breath of the Almighty, who will 


drive: yo away like 'Smoak; before the Wind, never to be found 
more * And your Names ſhall Rot in the Earth, and your Stink 
come up. And as the Remembrance of the Wicked and talſe 
Prophets are an cyil Savour-to this Gay, fo ſuall the Remembr ance 


Z you be- to the Generations that are yet to ccme, if ye Repent not 


edily. | 

7 Bar that you may all eſczpe theſe Judgments of the Lord, and 
Eternal Serrows ( which are [pg as a Portion for the 
Wicked) in returning to the Lord by true Repertance and 
Amendment of your Lives; and that you may find Mercy with 
God to your Immertal Souls, both inthis World, and in thar 
whichis tocome, is the Deſire of him who is concerned to give 
forth this. Teſtimony, asa Warning to all whoſe dayis nor yet 
OVeET. | 


Who am a Hater of Deceit and Hypocriſie, but a Lover of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, and a Well-wiſhey of the Sonls of fl the 
. Saris nnd Daughters of Aden, - Ry 


Willam Bingley. 
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